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Research your artist/s
Explore new skills
Design

Create

Evaluate

Roman Shields

The most famous Roman Shield is the Legionnaire
Scutum.

The shields were mostly made of wood - a few layers
glued together to make the curved shape. Some extra
strips of wood were glued on the back for more
strength. Designs were usually painted onto the front.
The shield could also be used in a special formation
called a testudo (tortoise). The soldiers formed a
complete shell to cover themselves.

Our brief: Roman Shield
Your task: Design and make a shield to keep a Roman
soldier (you) safe in battle.

Test it: On the playground test out your shields.

Are they fit for purpose?

Recreate a testudo (tortoise). Your teachers are the enemy and
are going to be throwing sticks of cardboard (instead of
arrows!).

Do any get through?

Have you protected yourselves?
i g r . ‘-:_'-;u "T-—"_'ﬁ

Arnolds
Since 1977, Arnolds made shields designed by
and for the Metropolitan Police - the first shields
ever to be used in the UK.
Made from transparent polycarbonate - a strong
and light weight material.
The shape is inspired by that used by the Roman
Shields to prove full coverage for the police.
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